"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

possible. It is occurring every day. I understand that
you, Mr Rowley, have a private laboratory at White-
hall, in which you are attempting the fixation of
mercury.

CHARLES. Without success, Mr Newton. I shall
give it up and try for the philosopher's stone instead.

FOX. Would you endanger your souls by dabbling
in magic? The scripture says "Thou shalt not suffer a
witch to live." Do you think that God is fonder of
sorcerers and wizards than of witches? If you count
the wrath of God as nothing, and are above the law
by your rank, are you not ashamed to believe such old
wives' tales as the changing of lead into gold by the
philosopher's stone?

NEWTON. Pastor Fox: I thank you for your well-
meant warning. Now let me warn you. The man who
begins by doubting the possibility of the philosopher's
stone soon finds himself beginning to doubt the
immortality of the soul. He ends by doubting the
existence of the soul. There is no witchcraft about these
things. I am as certain of them as I am of the fact that
the world was created four thousand and four years
before the birth of our Lord.

FOX. And what warrant have you for that? The
Holy Bible says nothing of your four thousand and
four. It tells us that the world was created "in the
beginning": a mighty word. "In the beginning"!
Think of it if you have any imagination. And because
some fool in a steeple house, dressed up like a stage
player in robes and mitre, dares to measure the days of
the Almighty by his kitchen clock, you take his* word
before the word of God! Shame on you, Isaac Newton,